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at  the  fame  Time  affert,  with  becoming; 
Spirit  a  bold  Claim  on  Behalf  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  their  Country;  happily  unking 
ti;e  tiue  Intereft  of  King  and  People,  which 

all  wife  Men  know  are  infeparably  con- 
neded. 

Phdcj  difpaffionaic  vVriters  can  view  Er¬ 
rors  in  Government,  and  Vices  in  Minifters, 
without  lecommending  dangerous  Extreams 
to  avoid  mmi;  witnout  propagating  Seeds  of 
Difaffedtion,  or  chcrUhing  Principles  tending 
to  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power  5  as  other  of 
thefe  Lettei-Yv  liters,  ! raught  with  Common- 
Place  Ribaldry  to  intoxicate  the  Mob,  not 
infoim  the  Judgment,  have  done,  under  Pre¬ 
tence  or  deal  for  their  Country  ;  not  ferupling 
to  carp  even  at  the  Revolution :  As  if  an  A- 
bufe  of  Liberty  could  juftify  a  wilful  Relapfe 
into  Slavery.  How  much  wifer  is  it  to  amend 
public  Lirois,  corred  public  Vices,  and  punifli 
Stau-Ciiminais,  as  feverely  as  their  Crimes 
deferve;  leaving  Mercy  to  the  fupreme  Judge 
in  Heaven,  when  it  cannot  with  Safety  be 
difpenfed  upon  Earth.  * 

An  unhappy  Admiral  has  fuffered.  Not 
a  Bread:  in  your  Nation  but  muff  internally, 
(whaffoever  he  may  do  outwardly)  confefs 
the  Janice,  as  well  as  the  Neceffitv  of  that 
fatal  oc.ni, nee.  iJemmcnta]  perhaps  to  Bren cb 
and  Jacobite  Intel  efts  ;  Afpeds  and  Efforts 
indicate  as  touch,  a  Confeilion  of  its  Utility 
to  Britain,  The  Mifcondud  of  this  unad- 
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vifed  Commander  does  not  however  acouit 

•  -i 

his  Superiors;  they  could  have  fent  cut  a 
Fleet,  which  muft  have  laved  your  Territo¬ 
ries  in  Defpight  of  any  Admiral,  French  or  ■ 
Englifh:  Why  they  did  not,  feems  incum¬ 
bent  upon  your  Reprefentatives  to  enquire. 
Byng  was  culpable  in  not  executing ;  but  tire 
more  criminal  Offenders  lay  covered  in  home 
Department  of  the  Administration. 

Whoever  cafts  his, Eye  upon  our  parlia¬ 
mentary  Tranfadions,  muft  fee  that  the  En~ 
glijlman  has  at  all  Times,  particularly  fince 
the  Acceftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ,  been 
afliduous  to  recover  the  Ufe  of  frequent  Par¬ 
liaments  ;  to  limit  Pcnftons,  and  exclude  the 
Swarms  of  Place-Men  from  intruding  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  thereby  to  fecure 
his  Reprdentative  from  undue  Influence  of 
Adminiftrations.  For  this  important  End, 
we  fee  a  Penfion-Bill  pafTed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  1730,  but  rejeded  by  the 
Lords;  pafted  again  in  173  ?,  again  in  17-53, 
and  again  in  1739,  by  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People,  but  ftill  rejeded  by  the  Ploufe, 
which  does  not  reprefent  them. 

In  1729,  30,  31,  and  32,  a  Place- Bill 
was  pafted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
as  often  rejeded  by  the  Lords. 

In  1734  a  Motion  was  again  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  limit  the  Number  of 
Place- Men,  and  repeal  the  feptennial  Ad  ; 
but  the  Minifter  had  acquired  Force  enough 
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to  baffle  thefe  Attempts.  However  his  Influ¬ 
ence  did  not  difcourage  the  Friends  of  the 
Confutation  •  determined  to  druggie  for  thofe 
momentous  Laws,  they  moved  again  for  the  ~ 
Place- Bill  in  1735  and  1736;  again  in  1739, 
by  Order  of  their  Conftituents  ;  but  found 
that  the  longer  Place-Men  continued  in  Par¬ 
liament,  the  more  difficult  it  was  to  exclude 
them.  Their  happy  Alliance  with  the  Mi- 
nifler  was  now  io  rivetted,  that  Country 
Gentlemen  could  not  even  obtain  Leave  to 
bring  in  Heads  of  the  Bill. 

The  Suppreffion  of  it  in  its  very  Embryo, 
by  the  Men  bound  to  promote  it,  being  a 
Demonftration  that  it  was  the  more  necefflary, 
gave  the  People  a  general  Alarm ;  Counties, 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  fent  Inftrudtions  to  their  Repre- 
fentatives,  earneiliy  recommending  a  Place- 
Bill,  and  Repeal  of  the  feptennial  Adi.  The 
Londoners  peremptorily  diredling  their  Repre- 
ientativesto  infill  upon  a  Place- Bill,  before  they 
fhould  confent  to  any  Money-Bill  whatfoever. 

The  Minifter,  flartled  at  the  national  Fer¬ 
ment  (and  above  all  Things  dreading  an  Op- 
poffiion  to  the  Money-Bill,  that  Source  and 
Support  of  his  own  inordinate  Power)  did  not 
think  it  advifabic  diredtly  to  oppofe  the  Tor¬ 
rent,  nor  even  to  expofe  indiredtiy  his  Troops 
to  popular  Odium ;  efpecially  fo refeeing  the 
Approach  of  a  new  Parliament,  when  re¬ 
cent  Injuries,  making  deeper  Impreffion,  mu  ft 
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(fill  further  embarrafs  him  in  carrying  Elec¬ 
tions,  and  procuring  falfe  Returns ;  he  there¬ 
fore  warily  changed  his  Meafures,  gave  out  a 
new  Leffon,  and  filenced  his  Followers  fo 
effectually,  that  when  the  Place- Bill,  which 
in  the  former  Semen  had  been  murthered  in 
the  Womb,  was  at  this  critical  Period  brought 
into  the  Houie,  not  a  Man  oppofed  it;  the 
fagacious  Leader  judging  it  neceffary  that  his 
Hirelings  fhould  lay  in  fome  Materials  for 
Reputation  among  Voters,  he  therefore  {of¬ 
fered  it  to  pals  the  Commons,  nemine  contra- 
dicente,  well  knowing,  that  his  End  for  that 
Turn  might  be  better  anfwered  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  the  Bill  was  accordingly  re¬ 
jected. 

Our  political  Affairs  (landing  thus  in  1741 
(when  the  new  Parliament  was  called)  excited 
the  Indignation  of  the  Public,  and  caufed  E- 
ledions  to  terminate  in  Favour  of  the  Country 
I  me  re  ft;  the  City  of  London  leading  the  Van. 
Having  by  a  great  Majority  chofen  Members 
in  Oppofttion  to  the  Court,  they  delivered 
them  a  Paper  of  Inftrinftions. — “  To  oppofe 
“  J landing  Armies  in  Times  of  Peace ;  reftore 
“  triennial  Parliaments ;  promote  a  Place - 
u  Bill ;  and  redrefs  Grievances ,  previous  to 
“  granting  Supplies.” 

In  Wejlminfter ,  which  for  many  Years 
had  gone  with  the  Court,  the  Spirit  of  Inde¬ 
pendency  fo  ftrongly  prevailed,  that  it  was 
apparent  the  minifterial  Intereft  muff  give 
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Way.  The  Condudors,  early  forefeeing  that 
they  could  not  gain  their  Eledion  by  Votes 
refolved  to  gain  it  by  Arms :  For  this  Purpofe, 
under  Pretence  of  iome  Riot,  a  Party  of  Sol¬ 
diers  were  called,  took  Pofteffion  of  the  Place 
of  Eledion,  and  the  Books  were  ihut,  whilft 
the  Voters  were  coining  in,  and  many  thou- 
fands  to  poll. 

General  Folliot  had  ordered  the  Soldiers  to 
march,  upon  a  Letter  fent  him  by  home  Wcfi- 
minfter  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  whofe  only 
Punifhment  for  this  daring  Infringment  upon 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subjed,  was  “  a  repri- 
“  mand  from  the  Speaker  at  the  Bar  of  th 
“  Hoi/fe  upon  their  Knees." 

The  Returning  Officer,  for  his  infamous 
Violation  of  Trull  and  fade  Return,  was 
indeed  voted  “  into  Cuftody,  but  in  feven 
“  or  eight  Days  difeharged,  upon  payiug  his 
“  Fees,  which  b,e  was  we//  enabled  to  do, 
having  received  1500/.  from  the  Tree  fury , 
during  his  Confinement."  About  200/. 
per  Day  for  imbruing  his  Hands  in  the 
intended  MafTacre  of  our  Conflicution. 

The  Romans  put  Numbers  to  Death  for 
flighter  Crimes  a  gain  ft  the  State.  No  Won¬ 
der  that  falle  Returns  are  fo  frequently  made, 
fince  few  are  queftioned  for  this  Treafon 
againft  their  King  and  Country,  fewer  con- 
vided,  fcarce  any  punifhed  ;  none  adequate 
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to  the  enormous  Size  of  this  molt  dangerous 


Crime. 
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Crime.  What  muft  the  Public  fuffer  in  the 
Event  ? 

Although  the  Criminal  was  in  Faft  re¬ 
warded,  yet  the  Minifter  perceiving  that  the 
Strength  of  the  Nation  duly  exerted  muft 
baffle  all  his  Intrigues,  perhaps  bring  his 
Head  to  the  Block,  began  to  dread  the  Event, 
and  confult  human  Means  for  his  Preferva- 
tion.  He  knew  how  he  had  wrought  upon 
Men :  It  was  even  his  Cuftorn  to  boaft  of  it; 
and  he  defpaired  not  of  tempting  them 
again. 

Finding  that  Intrigue,  Venality  and  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  returning  Officers,  could  net  pro¬ 
cure  him  a  Majority  at  the  Opening  of  the 
Seffion ;  and  thence  concluding  that  difputed 
Eledions  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houle,  were  now 
likely  to  be  determined  according  to  the  Me¬ 
rits;  he  thought  it  Time  to  gain  over  fome 
adverfe  Leaders ;  and  for  thefe  he  bid  high, 
even  hundreds  of  thoufands,  Public  Money , 
for  one  Perfon  of  exalted  Birth,  who  wifely 
and  diidainfuliy  rejected  him.  The  Tempter 
finding  that  no  Price  would  take,  wkh out  his 
Abdication,  he  therefore  judged  hs  former 
Afylum,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  a 
Place  no  longer  tenable.  Perceiving  the  Re- 
fentment  of  the  Public  to  encreale,  fenlible 
that  he  could  not  eafily  extricate  himfelf 
whilft  a  Parliament,  daily  fitting,  had  their 
Eyes  upon  his  Motions ;  and  confcious  that 
one  calling  Voice  in  either  Houfe  might  fud- 
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denly  commit  him  to  the  Tower,  he  planned 
an  Adjournment  of  both  Houfes  for  a  Fort¬ 
night  ;  in  which  Space  of  Time,  this  Man, 
generally  conhdeved  ns  the  Bar  between  His 
Majefty  and  the  Affoftions  of  his  People, 
as  the  Author  of  our  Grievances  at  Home,  of 
our  conftant  venal  Majority  in  both  Houfes, 
and  our  ill  Succefs  and  contemptible  Figure 
abroad,  was  created  a  Peer,  and  tufrered  not 
only  to  relign  all  his  Employments  with  PIo- 
nour,  but  permitted  alfo  to  introduce  into  the 
principal  Offices  of  State  his  chief  Opponents, 
who  carried  his  Head  in  their  Pockets.  Flis 
Plea  was  clear !  His  Defence  irrefillable !  And 
his  Reward  munificent !  Having  a  Penfion 
fhovtly  granted  him  “  of  4000/.  a  Year,  for 
“  his  long  and  faithful  Services.” 

Britain  has  jclt  the  Eflcls  of  this  Ex¬ 
ample  *.  f 0 

*  Meafures  nearly  refembling  thefe,  were  lately  pur¬ 
ged  by  fucceeding  Rulers  in  a  neighbouring  Country  ; 
Sittings  of  Parliament  fuddenly  difcontinued,  and  during 
the  Recefs,  Country  Leaders  warped  by  Places,  Penfions, 
Titles  and  Profits. 

The  Scheme  concerted  by  our  great  Men,  to  enflave 
that  People,  and  their  Method  of  Defence  is  worth 
your  Obfervation.  Their  firft  irregular  Ruler,  backed 
by  the  whole  Weight  of  our  Adminiftration  openly  e- 
fpoufing  him,  attempted  to  lay  his  Hands  upon  their 
public  Money,  and  command  their  Parliament:  To 
which  End  he  cafhicred  fuel)  Place  Men  as  were  Mem¬ 
bers,  and  refufed  to  betray  their  parliamentary  Trull  iti 
Obedience  to  him.  This  Aft  of  Tyranny  alarming 
the  People,  they  held  frequent  Country  Meetings,  to 
confult  Means  of  Self-Prefervation.  In  Confequence  of 
thefe  Meetings,  they  attained  a  clearer  Knowledge  of 

their 
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To  enquire  fluidly  into  the  late  Ministerial 
Meafures  ;  to  enad  proper  Laws  for  fecuring 
the  Constitution  againft  Corruption  ;  and  to 
obtain  an  upright  Administration;  was  the 
declared  Purpofe  of  the  then  Opposition. 
Lnds,  which  undoubtedly  might  have  been  at¬ 
tained,  if  the  Country  Party  had  Stuck  toge¬ 
ther.  But  new  Employments  Striking  new 
Light  upon  their  Minds,  there  was  no  further 
Need  of  Reformation.  “  A  new  Court  Party 
loon  appealed,  consisting  of  all  the  former 
“  to  a  Man;  with  the  Addition  of  the  new 
“  Minifters  and  their  Friends  ;  which  reftor- 
u  ed  again  the  Majority  on  the  Court  Side  of 
the  Question.  WEere  it  is  likely  to  remain, 

Q  “  (fays 

% 

their  Rights,  and  with  it,  a  proper  Spirit  and  Refolu* 
tion  to  maintain  them. 

Hence  infer  the  Importance  of  publick  fpirited  Meet¬ 
ings.  If  an  Handful  of  Irifhmen  could  overcome  the 
united  Force  of  bnglijh  and  Irifh  Minifters ;  what  Com¬ 
bination  could  withftand  fuch  Meetings,  compofed  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  in  Britain  ? 

When  the  Baftiaw  found  that  they  had  Englijh  Blood 
in  their  Veins,  and  were  not  to  be  Bugbear’d  at  the 
?\ame  of  a  Britifh  Privy  Council;  then,  to  prevent 
Parliamentary  Reprefentat ions,  it  was  judged  neceffary 
to  fhut  up  their  Houfe  o t  Commons,  and  yield  the  Reins 

of  Government  to  his  Employers,  not  being  able  to  do 
their  Work* 

Change  of  Hands  being  therefore  neceftary,  a  Perfon 
was  fent  of  a  contrary  Turn  and  Chara&er  ;  fmooth  e- 
nough  to  deceive  the  People,  and  artful  enough  to  cor¬ 
rupt  their  Leaders.- - -Talents  not neceftary,  ifRe«* 

drefs  had  been  intended - Talents  which  inflamed  the 

Wound  —The  longer  Quacks  intervene,  the  more  obfti- 
uate  the  Diftemper. 
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tc  (fays  an  Hi  dorian)  until  national  Diflre/s 

<c  ref  lore  national  Virtue  ” 

As  the'gainin"  over  a  few  Chiefs,  could 

not  he  fuppofed  to  filence  ail,  a  Motion  was 

with  feme  Difficulty  carried  in  the  Houfe  of 

* 

Commons,  to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  a 
Minifter  prefiding  at  the  Treasury  Board  for 
the  iaft  ten  Years:  A  fecret  Committee  was 
appointed,  but  the  Officers  of  the  Treafury  re¬ 
futed  to  anfwer,  under  Pretence,  that  they 
might  poffibly  criminate  themfelves.  A  Bill 
was  therefore  palled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  indemnify  them  ;  but  here  again  the  Mi- 
nilier  was  protected,  the  Lords  refufed  to  pafs 
it. 


The  Committee  made  two  Reports  abound¬ 
ing  with  flagrant  Inftances  of  Corruption  ; 
particularly  influencing  Elections:  There  was 
Profufion  of  fecret  Service  Money;  near  a 
Million  and  a  Half  expended  in  that  Article  : 
Of  which  40,777/.  went  to  Authors  and  News 
Writers  for  the  Minifter. 

Remarkable  Difcoveries  were  thefe  from 
unwilling  WitneflTes  ;  and  againft  all  Difiicul- 
ties.  Had  the  Scene  been  laid  fairly  open, 
what  Aftoni'lhment  mult  it  have  produced  ? 
Horrible  was  this  Application  of  Publick  Mo¬ 
ney  !  levied  upon  Goods  neceflary  to  fupport 
the  Life  i  f  the  Peafant!  His  Salt  and  his 
Beer  loaded  with  Taxes  to  enable  the  Minifter 
to  corrupt  his  Country. 

Whiift 
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Whiifl:  the  Committee  were  preparing  a 
third  Report,  which  they  had  near  iinifhed, 
even  from  defective  Materials;  they  were 
flopped  by  a  Prorogation.  In  Confequence  of 
which,  the  new  Rulers,  in  League  with  the 
old,  gained  fo'  much  Time  and  Means  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  ;  that  when  a  Motion  was  made,  in  the 
following  Seffion  of  Parliament,  to  renew  the 
Enquiry  upon  thefe  ftrong  Prefumptions  of 
Guilt ;  the  very  Men  who  had  been  violent  for 
it,  changed  Sides,  and  threw  a  Majbrity  of 
Sixty- feven  into  the  Court  Scale,  againft  all 
Application  for  Juftice. 

No  Wonder  that  a  Minifter  of  fuch  exten- 
Sve  Influence  in  both  Houfes,  could  not  in 
either  of  them  be  called  to  Account  for  his 
male  Adminiftration,  which  became  its  own 
Security. 


Thefe  fame  Gentlemen  newly  come  into 
Play,  had  before  their  A  dm  iff;  on,  in  Fur- 
fuance  of  Inftrudlions  from  their  Conflituents, 
(probably  follicited  by  themjehss )  introduced  a 
Place  Bill,  which  Decency  as  well  as  Policy 
now  enjoined  them  to  Support.  For  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  alarmed  at  their  Leaders  Suddenly  Pep¬ 
ping  into  Employments,  concluded,  that  they 
now  required  ftroneer  Security  than  ever  for 
the  Liberties  of  their  Country. - — — —They 
therefore,  did  not  fail,  upon  this  great  Occa¬ 
sion.  to  rene  w  their  Inftru&ions ;  and  urge 
their  Reprefentatives  to  an  adlual  performance 
of  their  Duty.  The  Cities  of  Loudon  and 
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ftrenuoufly  infifting  upon  the  Place-Bill,  the 
Penfion-Bill,  and  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Aft. 

The  new  Ministers,  whofeem  to  have  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  Employments  and  Connections 
of  the  old,  upon  iecret  Compacts  made  with 
them,  never  to  redrefs  the  Subjects,  concerted 
how  to  parry  this  Blow.  Too  politic  to  caft 
all  Odium  upon  any  one  Houfe,  and  well 
taught  to  manage  both  ;  they  divided  the  Bur¬ 
then  :  The  Houfe  of  Commons  rejected  the 
Motion  for  Leave  to  repeal  the  Septennial  Aft; 
and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  rejected  the  Place  and 
Penfion-Bills,  which  the  other  Houfe  were 
allowed  to  pafs. 

This  Event  till  further  opening  the  Eyes  of 
the  Publick,  the  new  Minifters,  who  had  fo 
often  avowed  the  Utility  of  the  Place-Bill, 
judging  it  neceflary  to  preferve  Appearances, 
and  to  do  fomething  towards  the  Satisfaction 
of  the  People,  brought  in  a  Bill  to  exclude 
only  certain  Officers  from  being  Members  of 
Parliament ,  which  being  no  great  Bar  to  the 
Views  of  a  Ruler,  paffed  both  Ploufes,  without 
Oppofition.  But  in  the  following  Seffions, 


December  1742,  when  a  real  Place-Bill  was 
offered  to  Parliament,  upon  a  further  Re- 
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out  of  Place,  being  now  at  the  Helm  ;  af- 
fembled  their  Poffe,  and  by  a  Majority  of 
nine-five  on  the  Miniftry  Side,  refilled  Leave 
to  bring  in  Heads  of  a  Bill  lor  this  neceffary 
Law  which  themfelves  had  ever  fought. 

By  treacherous  Junction  they  had  climbed 
to  Power,  and  by  anti-conftitutional  Means 
they  refolved  to  keep  it.  Their  Behaviour  as 
to  difputed  Eledtions  in  the  nrft  Seffions  of  this 
Parliament,  gave  too  much  Room  for  this 
lamentable  Conclufion. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Parliament,  the  Country 
Party  had  carried  a  Chairman  for  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Eledtions  whence  it  was  conjec¬ 
tured  that  controverted  Eledtions  would  end  in 
their  Favour  ;  but  when  their  Leaders  were 
become  Minifters,  and  many  of  their  Brethren 
had  obtained  Places  j  then  a  Motion  was  car¬ 
ried,  “  ‘Ik at  the  Committee  of  Elections  Jhouid 
“  not  proceed  on  any  Petitions  complaining  of 
“  undue  Returns.  And  a  jccond  Motion ,  that 
“  7 io  Petition  of  this  Kind  jhouid  be  hear  d  this 
“  Sejjion.”  Every  Man  who  had  a  Place, 
concurring  in  thefe  Motions. 

The  Mafic  being  quite  laid  afide ;  Minif- 
ters  fkreened  and  enriched ;  Enquiries  iup- 
preffed,  Jultice  arrelled,  Infhudtions  defpiled. 
Parties  betrayed,  and  the  Nation  fold  ;  what 
could  enfue,  but  utter  Breach  of  Union  and 
Confidence  ?  Whereby  all  good  Effedt  of  the 
late  publiclc  fpirited  Oppolition,  were  totally 
fruflrated — Defpair  mult  lollow:  It  did  follow. 

Complaints 


(  H  )  •  • 

9  Complaints  were  vain  ;  through  minifterial 
Negociations,  a  Civil  Lift  Revenue  of  monf- 
trous  Produce,  was  killed  for  Life  :  Minifters 
had  multiplied  Places,  and  contrived  to  pro¬ 
cure  Grants  of  Penfions  profufe  and  nume¬ 
rous.  Under  the  Notion  of  making  good 
Engagements  with  foreign  Princes  and  States; 
compleating  Treaties ;  and  defraying  neceflary 
Expences  for  publick  Meafures ;  and  fome- 
times  an  indefinite  Vote  of  Credit  was  given, 
without  any  Eftimate,  fometimes,  Hundreds 
of  Thoufands  granted  at  a  Time,  for  fecret 
Expeditions  :  No  Wonder  that  Minifters 
were  omnipotent  ! 

Secret  Service  Money  may  undoubtedly  at 
Times  be  necellary  in  all  States;  but  on  the 
other  Rand,  when  we  fee  daring  Encroach¬ 
ments  upon  the  Rights  of  the  Subject;  and  the 
Freedom  of  Parliament  fo  long  in  its  Decline, 
as  to  be  near  loft  ;  his  then  Time  to  call  for  an 
Account,  even  of  fecret  Service  Money ;  upon 
fair  Prefumption  that  the  Weapons  for  De¬ 
fence  of  the  State,  have  been  turned  again  ft 
the  Subject.  Great  Sums  of  Money  entrufted 
without  Account,  mull  furnifh  dehgning  Mi¬ 
nifters  with  dangerous  Means  of  aflailing  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country  ;  and  are  therefore 
to  be  granted  with  Liberality  or  Referve,  ac¬ 
cording  as  publick  Emergencies,  efpecially  the 
Security  of  domeftick  Rights,  fhall  warrant. 

To  commit  thefe  mighty  Trufts,  at  proper 
Times,  to  proper  Perfons,  may  be  judicious. 

Bat 
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Bat  previoufly  to  fecure  the  fundamental 
Rights  of  the  Subjedt,  by  Place- Bills,  Penfion- 
Bills,  and  Repeal  of  Septennial  Laws,  when 
generally  deemed  detrimental  to  Society,  is 
bare  Matter  of  yuflice  and  Duty  from  the 
Trufke  to  his  Confdituent.  Common  Senfe 
will  demand,  and  common  Horsefly  will  grant 
them. 

Money  for  fecret  Service,  like'Mercury  for 
fecret  Ailments,  difpenfed  by  ikiiful  and  honeft 
Hands,  is  a  fovereign  Medicine  ■,  but  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Hands  of  a  Knave  or  a  Fool,  is 
the  ranked:  Poifon.  One  of  thefe  Evils  may 
deceive  before  he  is  known  ;  if  you  truffc  him 
afterwards,  ’tis  your  Fault,  and  your  Fault  al- 
fo,  if  he  is  not  foon  known. 

A  fhort  Review  of  fome  few  Paffages  in  our 
State  Affairs,  may  be  neceffary  to  illuftrate  the 
Truths  we  have  candidly  offered:  They  will 
abundantly  fhew  th  t  even/  pubiick  Add  was 
turned  to  a  Jobb*  and  almo'f  every  Expedition 
ended  in  the  O;  (honour  of  the  Prince,  and  the 
enfeebling,  dejedting,  and  impoverishing  of  the 

People. - To  him  who  could  and  would  aid 

the  Minifter,' all  Things  were  lawful. 

Confider  our  pubiick  Adds  and  Expeditions, 
and  fecret  Expeditions,  for  twenty  or  thirty 
Years  cait. 

I. 

A  proper  Retrofpedd  will  account  for  many 
modern  Mifcarriages.  For  fome  Years  after 
the  Acceffion  of  King  George  I.  we  were 
plagued  with  Rebellions,  Trealons  and  Con- 

/piracies. 
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'piracies.  To  thefe  fucceeded  another  Plague, 
which  left  more  permanent  Effects  ;  that  de- 
teftabie  Plan  of  Knavery,  the  South-Sea 
Scheme,  carried  on  by  Combination  of  Minil- 
ters  and  others,  to  the  Deftrubtion  of  Trade, 
HonAty,  Senfe  and  Virtue.  The  very  Brain  of 
ti-.e  inn,;,,,,  mts  f'ems  to  have  been  inverted.  A 
gene:;:.!  L  predation  entlied,  from  whence  may 
be  dated  rhe  Commencement  of  your  Evils": 
A  Depradatioii,  which  perhaps  was  the  Caufe 
why  no  r.  -an  could  be  brought  to  adequate 
Puniihment  for  his  Share  of  the  Iniquity. 

Tnis  complicated  Device,  beggaring  fome, 
and  glutting  others,  with  ill-gotten  Wealth’ 
gave  to  the  Corrupt  in  Power  a  certain  Weight 
and  Influence,  which  has  been  upon  the  In- 
creafe  ever  fince ;  and  the  great  Redundancy 
of  Revenues  granted  for  the  Civil  Lift,  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  fame  End. 

In  what  Manner  the  important  Affairs  of 
your  Nation  have  been  carried  on,  fince  the 
Minifter  became  all  in  all,  a  little  Obfer- 
vation  may  ferve  to  determine. 


H  When  the  Spaniards  befieged  Gibraltar  in 
in  the  Year  1727,  and  our  Fleet  lay  in  the  Bay 
to  pioted  our  Ganifon,  the  Enemy’s  Ships 
were  buffered  to  bring  Provifions  and  Ammu¬ 
nition  to  their  Army,  befieging  the  Place,  un- 
the  very  Sterns  of  our  Men  of  War. 

In  the  Year  1733,  our  Fleet  in  the  Wefl- 
Jndies  unde,  Admiral  Ilefier  lay  rotting  in  the 
fickly  Seafon,  until  vve  rotted  three  Admirals, 

thirty 
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thirty  Captains,  one  hundred  Lieutenants,  and 
above  4,000  Men  :  Befides  our  Lofs  of  Ship¬ 
ping  eaten  by  the  Worms. 

In  1740  we  concerted  two  fecret  Expedi¬ 
tions,  one  under  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  at  great 
Expence,  again  ft  Carthagena  ;  the  other  under 
Commodore  An /on  for  the  South-Seas. 

Sir  Chaloner’ s  fecret  Expedition  was  as  well 
known  in  Spain  as  in  England ,  and  by  that 
Means  defeated: 

Mr.  Anfon’s  Expedition  being  as  well  known; 
the  Spaniards  took  care  to  fend  a  iuperior 
Fleet  before  him.  Thefe  indeed  perilhed  by 
Storm,  or  they  had  probably  deftroyed  An  fort  \ 
who  was  fent  out  fo  late  and  ill  provided,  that 
his  Fleet  perifhed  without  meeting  an  Enemy. 

See  Sir  John  Norris’s  fecret  Expedition  the 
fame  Year,  a  mere  naval  Shew  in  the  Channel. 

See  Admiral  Vernon  in  the  Weft-Indies,  the 
fame  Year,  not  able  to  keep  the  Seas  for  Want 
of  Supplies,  unaccountably  delayed  in  England. 

See  another  naval  Parade  of  1741  under  Sir 
John  Norris ,  fitted  out  at  great  Charge  to  do 
nothing. 

See  Admiral  Haddock  in  1741,  with  a  gal¬ 
lant  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  bear  down 
upon  the  Spaniards ;  and  when  he  was  upon 
the  Point  of  blowing  them  out  of  the  Seas,  the 
French  Admiral  interpofed  with  his  F  lag  of 
Truce,  and  tye  up  the  Hands  of  our  Admiral, 
by  minifterial  Machination. 
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See  the  grofs  Mifcondud  before  Carthage- 
fa'  ^rnVf  embarked  at  an  improper  Time- 
Janded  without  Tents  to  cover  thenr  from  the 
pefhlential  Air  of  a  mortal  climate,  at  the 
the  mod:  dangerous  Seafon,  and  without 
Cannon.  See  them  affai!  Walls  without 
Breach  made  or  Poffibility  to  mount  them, 
for  Want  or  Ladders  long  enough  to  reach 
the  lop;  and  under  Commanders  fo  ap¬ 
pointed  as  to  quarrel  with  one  another,  jn- 

llead  of  joining  cordially  to  attack  the  Ene¬ 
my. 


From  the  unfeafonablc  and  ill-concerted 
Attempts  made  by  the  Forces  of  this  Fleet 
2nd  Embarkation,  it  is  faid  we  had  about 
iwenty-feven  Men  of  one  Regiment,  eight  of 
another  Regiment,  and  one  Officer  of  a"  third 
Regiment,  returned  to  Europe.  Of  feven  or 
eig.it  thou  land  fine  i  roops,  we  loit  perhaps 
near  fix  thousand  j  of  Seamen  and  Landmen 
twenty  or  thirty  thouland  were  lavished  by 
the  Mini/ler  and  thole  of  his  appointing.  Be- 
fides,  j.  teaune  in  Abundance,  to  encreafe 
the  Load  of  national  Debt,  and  gain  Dilgrace 
only  to  your  Country. 

fjovr  ihoc: ..  21:  be  omerwile  ?  Commanders 
were  almoit  univerfally  named,  not  becaufe 
they  were  fit  for  their  Stations,  but  fit  for  the 
Minifte:  :  And  for  the  lame  Realon  no  pub¬ 
lic  Oiticer,  bow  deficient  foever  in  Duty 
could  be  called  to  Account, 
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Upon  the  grofs  Mifcarriages  of  this  Iar?e 
Armament  lent  to  the  Weft- Indies  in  ijm, 
tinder  Admiral  V ernon ,  a  -Motion  was  made 
in  the  Houle  of  Lords,  1741,  «  to  addrefs  the 
“  King  for  Copies  of  the  Orders  and  Inftrucv 
<c  tions  lent  to  Admiral  Vernon  from  the 
“  Time  of  his  leaving  England.” 

This  realbnable  Motion  being  oppofed,  it 
was  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Debates  upon  that, 
and  another  Motion  of  the  like  Nature,  af- 
ferted  and  admitted,  “  That  no  Negative 
“  had  ever  been  put  upon  any  Motions 
“  of  this  Kind,  until  the  Year  1721,  the  fa- 
tal  South-Sea  Year,  when  Inftructions  be- 
u  gan  to  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  required 
11  their  being  concealed : — It  was  alfo  de- 
cc  ciarea,  that  the  Houle,  as  hereditary 
“  Counfellors,  had  an  inherent  Right  of  ad- 
“  vifing  the  Crown ;  which  could  not  be 
ct  done  without  having  the  necelfary  Lights 
“  and  Information.”— The  Duke  of  Argyle 
declared,  “  ihat  he  had  never  feen,  nor  been 
*’  confulted  about  any  Inftrudtions  fent  to  the 
“  Admiral  although  he  was  then  General  in 
“  Chief  of  his  Majefly’s  Forces,  and  Mailer 
“  of  {he  Ordnance,  and  one  of  the  Cabinet 
“  Council.” 

The  Admiral  in  his  Letter  had  made 
heavy  Complaints  of  our  Condudl  at  Home, 
particularly,  as  to  the  Badnefs  of  his  Stores, 
which  he  faid  were  fit  only  for  a  Spithead 

D  2  Ex- 


Expedition}  yet  could  not  the  Motion  be 
carried. 

When  this  was  refufed,  another  Motion 
was  made  to  fee  his  Letters,  which  was  alfo 
defeated  by  a  Clog. 

When  this  Attempt  was  fruftrated,  a  Mo¬ 
tion  was  made  to  inquire  into  the  Inftruc- 
tions  of  Admiral  Haddock ,  but  Inquiries  were 
not  for  the  Purpofe  of  the  Minifter.  So  all 
was  veiled. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  like  Motion 
as  to  Vernon  was  carried  ;  but  with  a  Referve, 
being  fo  far  only  as  the  Letters  related  to 
Supply  of  Ships,  Marines  and  Land-Forces ; 
this  Referve  impowering  the  Minifter  to 
judge  which  were  fuch. 

The  ruling  Principle  of  Men  in  Power, 
the  Hardfhips  the  Public  fuffered,  the  total 
Difregard  to  Performance  of  public  Duty, 
and  the  Protedion  .the  Servants  of  the  Public 
met  with  upon  negleding  that  Duty,  are 
further  apparent  by  the  Event  of  another  In¬ 
quiry  about  this  Time  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

This  noble  Body  judging  it  neceflary  to 
take  into  Confideration  the  State  of  Minor - 
ca,  found  that  moil  of  the  Officers  belonging 
to  the  Troops,  were  abfent  from  their  Polls ; 
of  nineteen  officers,  only  five  were  on  the 
Jlland  ;  yet  was  no  further  Notice  taken  of 
this  Negled,  but  to  order  them  to  their 
Polls.  Had  they,  cr  their  Superiors,  who 

war- 
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warranted  their  Abfence,  been  then  properly 
treated,  and  any  Degree  of  fubfequent  Care 
been  taken,  Minorca  had  now  been  ours. 

Had  a  proper  Commander  been  fent  into 
the  Mediterranean ,  when  the  united  Fleets 
of  France  and  Spain  failed  out  of  Toulon  ;  or 
had  thofe  very  improper  Commanders  which 
were  fent,  Matthews  and  Lejlock ,  been  pro¬ 
perly  treated  at  their  Return,  Minorca  had 
{fill  been  ours.  Tis  thus  we  lofe  our  Money 
and  our  Territories;  ’tis  thus  that  Englijhmen 
are  beggared,  and  become  the  Scoff  of  Chrift- 

endom. 

Like  A Egyptians ,  you  were  to  make  Brick 
without  Straw  ;  to  pay  Taxes,  even  when 
your  Trade,  which  was  to  fuppoit  them, 
could  not  obtain  its  due  Prote&ion. 

In  this  Spanijh  War,  the  Succefs  of  the 
Spanijh  Privateers  in  taking  our  Merchant 
Ships  for  IV ant  of  Cruizers,  properly  ft  at  toned, 
was  monftrcus.  Several  Mailers  of  Ships  in 
tedious  Voyages  from  the  Weft-Indies ,  never- 
met  one  Cruizer.  Until  eight  Months. after 
the  Declaration  of  War,  no  Ship  was  ffationed 
off  Cape  Clear-,  that  important  Point  was 
difregarded.  The  War,  for  Wrongs  done  to 
our  Trade,  was  entered  into  at  the  Inffance 
or  Merchants,  againff  the  Intereff,  and  con  fe- 
quently  againff  the  Will  of  the  Miniffer. 
He  had  therefore  a  fecret  Pleafure  in  feeing 
them  diffreffed.  So  delfitute  were  they  of 
Protection,  that  it  was  proved  at  the  Bar  of 
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the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  January  i7,2 
that  upwards  of  three  hundred  Merchant 
hh,ps  had  been  taken,  moftjy  in  the  Britith 
Ctiannd  and  Soundings,  and  carried  into  St. 
Sebajtians  and  the  adjacent  Ports. 

.  Th*  Negle<a  and  Delay  of  Convoys,  the 
imprcffing  of  Men  out  of  Ships  homeward 
bound  the  Negled  to  fettle  a  proper  Cartel, 
ana  the  Dilregard  and  Contempt  fltewn  to 
*  Applications  and  Renionftrances  of  the 
Merchants  was  unpardonably  grievous1  Thefr 
inelf imable  Bees  had  every  Difficulty  thrown 

m  their  Way  that  might  obftrudt  their  Paffage 
to  the  Hive.  •  ■  6 


The  Portugal  Fleet  had  been  detained 
twelve  Months  for  Want  of  Protections  and 
Convoys;  which  gave  the  French  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  undermining  us  in  our  Woollen 
Trade;  We  feel  it  daily.  The  Weft- India 
Jr  feet,  after  waiting  four  Months,  was  obliged 
at  laff  to  fail  without  a  Convoy.  A  Captain 
of  a  Man  of  War  was  accofcd  of  taking 
twenty-feven  Ships  under  Convoy  at  Li  (bon, 
and  not  bringing  one  fafe  to  England.  And 
the  Carolina  Coafi:  was  left  fome  .Months 
without  one  Ship  on  that  Coaff,  which 
in  Times  of  Peace  ufuaily  had  two. 

Upon  thefe  grievous  Dilf relies  in  Trade, 
the  Merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  Exeter, 
Gla/gow ,  Southampton ,  Liverpool,  White'- 
haven  and  other  Places,  petitioned  the  Houfe 
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Commons,  who  appointed  a  Committee 
which  came  to  thefe  Refolutions.  * 

L  That  notwithftanding  the  repeated  Ap¬ 
plications  of  the  Merchants  for  Cruifers  to  he 
properly  ftationed  for  the  Protection  of  their 
l  iu.de,  due  Care  has  not  been  taken  in  this 
RefpeCtj  for  Want  of  which,  many  Ships 
have  been  taken  by  the  Enemy,  to  the  nation, 
al  Difhonour  and  Lofs. 

II.  That  the  Detention  of  the  Portugal 
Fleet  for  twelve  Months  by  the  Refufal  of  Pro¬ 
tections,  and  the  Delay  of  Convoys,  gave  our 
Rivals  in  Trade  an  Opportunity  of  introducing 
new  Species  of  their  Woollen  IVIanufaCture  into 
that  Country,  to  the  great  Lofs  of  this  Kingdom. 

III.  That  it  is  their  Opinion  the  Houfe  be 
moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  tor  the  bet¬ 
ter  protecting  and  Security  of  the  Trade  and 
Navigation  of  this  Kingdom  in  Time  of  War. 

Thefe  Refolutions  were  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  was  pleaied  to  give  a  gracious  An - 
fwer }  and  a  Bill  palled  the  Commons  fuitable 
to  ^the  third  Refotation,  but  was  thrown  out 
as  lome  others  of  higher  Importance  had  been 

^1C  Lords.  Even  though  it  had  been  ma- 
mfeuly  (hewn,  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  from  collcBed  Attentions ,  that  the 
Merchants  had  been  expofed  to  the  Jnfuits  and 
Rapine  of  the  Spaniards,  not  by  lnnat  tent  ion 

or  Accident ,  but  by  one  uniform  and  continued 
Dejign.. 
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Here  again  the  injured  People  fent  general 
Inftrudtions  to  infill  upon  a  Repeal  of  the 
Septennial  Adt,  as  a  Preliminary  to  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  Supplies :  but  they  found  that  a  Minif¬ 
ies  with  their  Money  in  his  Pocket,  was  an 
over  Match  for  them. 

In  the  Midi!  of  this  national  Difirels,  Debt, 
Mifcondudt,  and  Poverty;  (for  the  Public  may 
be  poor,  though  Individuals  be  rich,  and  the 
public  Revenue  may  in  itfelf  be  monfirous, 
although  of  little  Strength  or  Security  to  the 
State,  if  applied  to  indiredt  Ends  ar.u  private 
Purpofes)  when  immenfe  Sums  were  daily 
granting,  and  railed  upon  Loans,  Lotteries, 
(Sc.  (Sc.  a  Bill  could  not  be  carried  even 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  'January 
1742,  for  Hating  the  public  Accounts. 

We  fee  the  many  national  Abufes,  and  the 
repeated  Efforts  made  by  the  People,  until 
about  the  Commencement  of  the  late  French 
War.  From  thence  forward,  our  Armies 
fent  to  the  Continent ;  our  Battles  fought 
there,  before  and  after  Proclamation  of  War ; 
Rebellions,  Invafions,  and  Threats  of  Invafions; 
mult  naturally  have  diverted  the  Attention  of 
the  Subjedt  from  feeking  Redrefs  of  domeftic 
Grievances. 

Thefe  feveral  Fadts  have  been  recited  to 
fhew  the  Views  of  late  Adminiftrations,  fo 
inconfiftent  with  the  fair  Purpofes  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  an  honeft  Man  might  almoft  have  . 

made 


(  2  5  ) 

made  it  a  Rule  to  oppofe  Adminiftrations 
without  alking  Queftiors. 

The  grand  View,  the  foie  Care  of  the 
niftry,  has  been  to  keep  his  Troops  together, 
and  prelerve  his  Dominion.  The  Preferva- 
tion  of  King  and  People  were  but  fecondary 
Confidcrations,  if  ccnfidered  at  all. 

The  old  Minifter  kept  Pofieffion,  until  the 
People  could  bear  him  no  longer;  then  fhr tig¬ 
ging  his  Shoulders,  and  fcoffing  at  a  pillaged 
Nation,  he  retired,  as  to  a  Fortrefs,  under 
Protection  of  the  new  Minifter ;  whilft  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  were  brought 
under  the  Direction  of  both.  Idere  lay  the 
Source  of  your  endlefs  and  inveterate  Maladies. 

The  Cenfure  of  former  Minifters  is  not  to 
be  understood  as  an  Encomium  upon  their 
Succeffors.  Nor,  on  the  other  Hand,  is  it 
juft  or  politick  to  endeavour  to  prejudice  you 
againft  them.  But  ’tis  wife  and  fair  to  fufpend 
your  Judgments  until  their  Actions  fhall 
clearly  befpeak  the  Judgment  you  are  to  pro¬ 
nounce. 

As  often  as  any  Man  attempted  to  relcue 
the  Public,  there  was  a  miiiiftetial  Confpiracy 
to  debauch  him  ;  or  undo  him,  if  they  could 
not  debauch  him. 

Minifters  teemed  to  fear  nothing  but  honeft 
Men ;  and  of  luch,  Providence  lent  you  a  Num  • 
ber  f.ifficient  to  preferve  the  Bark  from  Ship¬ 
wreck.  Countrymen  be  honeft  !  Voters  /burn 
Venality !  Be  true  to  yourfelves,  and  defy 

E  Satan  ! 


Si 
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'.at an!  Your  Country  is  mil  recoverable  :  .By 
flu.  Confided :  'Your  Votes -are  due  to  the: 
Community  for,  public  Service. 1  The  Man 
you  fend  to  Parliament,  is'  nor  you  r  .Repre¬ 
sentative  j  but,  the'  Reprefentative  of  the  whole 
Nation.  You  have  therefore  no  more 'Right 
to  '  fell-  your  Votes  without  Doors,  than  the 
Member  ha?  to  fell  his  within.  Depravity  in 
him  would  be  highly  dangerous ;  in  youy  cer¬ 
tainly  fatal :  Producing  Change  of  Govern¬ 
ment  >  the  immediate  Fore-runner  of  De- 
itrudlion  to  your  civilized  Country  :  For  Par¬ 
liaments,  invincible  to  all  others,  had  in  wanton 
Profperity,  maffacred  themfelves.  Britain 

mull  ccafe  to  be  the  Land  of  Liberty - - — — 

Y our  I  {land  become  the  Refidence  alone  of 
Slaves  or  Savages.  '  1  *  , 


t  .  . . 
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